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. 0 f the Victorian Branch of the 
The first annual i^ji'lbturne on the evening of April 3rd. 
P.N.E.U. was held ^ for the purp0 se was well filled. 
The pleasant h th e President of the Branch, 
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The Bishop of ^-fandintToduced the subject of the evening 
occupied the c > ‘ num ber of parents and teachers 

by eX rTd^Sg on *he necessity of parents seriously 
pr T" , in „ the training of their children before sending 
them to school. He then introduced the first speaker. Mass 
Rankin, who had just arrived from England. Miss Rankin 
nave a most delightful and interesting account of the work 
of the P N E U. in England. She carried her audience with 
her in spirit to three places there-a typical provincial town, 
the Annual Congress in London, and the House of Education 
at Ambleside — thus giving us an insight into the various 
phases of the work of the Union. The somewhat detailed 
account given by Miss Rankin of the method of training 
which the students at the House of Education receive, under 


the guidance of Miss Mason, gave her Melbourne hearers a 
keen sense of the charm of their surroundings. It was felt 
that such an environment must conduce to the teacher’s complete 
preparation at all points for the generous education of her 
pupils in all noble activities of mind and body. 

At the close of Miss Rankin’s most interesting address, 
Dr. Kent Hughes, as Vice-President, was called upon for a 
report of the Melbourne Branch. He said that though it 
was really two years since the work of organising a Parents 
Union was begun in Melbourne, this was the first public 
annual meeting. There were now three sub-branches iu 
existence, one at Kew, started by Mrs. Kent Hughes, one at 
Hawthorn, the result of the interest of Mrs. Swinborne and 
Mrs. Cook, and a large one including suburbs south of the 
Yarra, which Mrs. Dillon, Miss Chambers, and Miss Morris 
had been instrumental in starting. Dr. Hughes advocated 
frequent drawing-room meetings, but not at the sacrifice 
of lectures. He explained that the aim of the Union was no 
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primarily to criticise teachers, but to make home-work and 
school- work continuous. The balance sheet was then read, 
and office bearers for the ensuing year elected. 

The Bishop then called upon Dr. Norris to give his lecture 
on “Education, Old and New.” Dr. Norris addressed his 
remarks principally to parents, urging that it behoved those 
responsible for the children — to whom the children belonged, 
until, launched on the world, they became the children of 
the race — to have a clear conception of the differences between 
so-called “Old Education and New.” He would have pre- 
ferred as more correct another title, “ Empirical and Rational 
Systems of Education.” The former might be conceived as 
that form of education which had its most recent development 
in the times of the Renaissance. The people of that day came 
to believe that all the truth available to them was locked up 
in the classics. The golden age for them was in the past. 
They seemed to think learning was the essential thing. Al- 
though handling the treasures of Greece and Rome they never 
learned the lesson of Greece and Rome. They believed in 
the direct value of literature, which, of course, was indirect, 
for it could never appea to the many. All idea of nature 


was of a distant country, of which they only had accounts 
in books. As time went on, conceding to commercial and 
other demands, the schools taught other subjects, but still 
as mere words, dry husks. This system was subject to man^ 
attacks. Plato had a notion of what we called new education 
when he said, “ Education has for its purpose the giving to 
the body and soul all the beauty that they are capable o 
Montaigne said in public, “Virtue is befoie know ecge. 
Comenius urged teachers to cease from disputing an ugn 
to look, to cease from believing and begin to mow. 
difference in the two systems might be put t Ulb - . 

the old, the master taught the boy Latin, an e UAe 

necessary to know only Latin; under the nevv > 1C j 

felt it equally necessary to know the boy ie etl ^ ' . 

days gone by thinkers gave all their time ot £ rwise 

operatives all their time to working. . j a; s . 

we should not have had a world of morbid thn k s a, nd l to 
contented workers. The new educationist saw tl 
is not only a thinker but a doer, that the child-life was to be 
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Vicie a wi-k* Dr. Norris, 

provided for, he was to b< j ^ d Registration of teachers 

then spoke in favour of the p 1 

in Victoria. followed, Mr. Tate, Director of Edu- 

111 the ^he had been much stimulated by Dr. Norris’s 
cation, said tin . tlie v j e w, that the child at 

^"tage of hfc “life Should have a chance to live by relating 
hta with Nature and the world of thought. In the true 
school the child every hour felt the new consciousness of 
power whatever faculty he might have was growing day by 
dav The new education insisted on the correlation between 
doing and thinking ; when a child got an impression he should 
be encouraged to express it. It did not propose to banish 
effort from the school. Parents and teachers must try to 
work together that the child might have a chance to do his. 
work. 

The Hon. S. Manger expressed the great pleasure he had 
felt in learning of the existence of this Union and would feel 
keen interest in its future work. 

The Hon. Theodore Fink said he wished to speak merely 
as one of the audience, and, after expressing appreciation 
of the addresses of Miss Rankin and Dr. Norris, said that 
he believed that even teachers of the old school had taken 
some part in the greatest of evolutionary processes, the develop- 
ment of the human mind. What we needed most was “ change 
of heart.” The co-operation of parents was chiefly to be 
encouraged in the new movement. We in Australia had not 
risen to the conception of national education to the extent 
that they had in England, where the Registration Act of 
1899 made clear the national ideal of an educational system, 
which here had not yet been formulated into any policy * 
One of the tasks of the P.N.E.U. in Melbourne should be to 
realise the national system. In a meeting of this kind there 
was some danger of losing all sense of historical proportion. 
Teachers of an earlier day had somehow roused the spirit of 
patriotism, and earnestness in the pursuit of science, and 
produced a race of men who solved or attempted to soh e 
pro ems jf government. The teaching of modern languages 
or commercial purposes was not new ; 4000 years before the 
ays of Pharoah the average private soldier of Egypt knew 
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two languages. What we needed was a universal application 
of ceitain methods, a re-discovery of the old; what was very 
old as far as spirit was concerned would be found to be what 
was wanted for the new task. 

The Bishop said that, though he could not agree with all 
that had been said, he felt that gratitude was owing to the 
speakers. In spite of bad systems some of us in the past 
did get educated. Parents were strangely neglectful here 
of their children’s future and of their mental development, 
sending them to school at eight or ten years of age with no 
sort of intellectual training, and expecting the schools to turn 
them out highly educated. That injury was greater in the 
homes of the well-to-do then in the cottages of the poor. 
The old teachers had been held up to ridicule, but there was 
such a thing as heaven-born teachers, and they had mapped 
out for themselves successful methods without any such help 
as modern teachers have. It had become the fashion to speak 
of the great literary influences of the past as if they were of 
no value. This resulted from the fact that Australia was 
commercial, and was an unfortunate outcome of present 
conditions. The Registration of teachers was bound to 
come in Victoria, and was a necessary step in the educational 
progress of the State. By gathering parents and teachers 
together, and discussing the grave questions presented in the 
problem of education with feelings of fairness and fiankness, 
we could do something towards forming public opinion in 
these things. 

A large amount of P.N.E.U. literature was on view in the 
ante-room. Specimen copies of the Parents Review uere 
distributed, and a considerable numbei of pamphlets, \\ e ^ e 
bought by people interested. Several new membeis l 01 * ie 
It is felt that interest in the P.N.E.U. has been roused m 
circles where it is likely to be effectire as the icsu 
first annual meeting in Melbourne. 


